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November 2014  

Connection 
C 

CON N ECT ING  T H E F UT UR E OF  C OL OR ADO  

T HE N EW SLET T ER  OF  T H E  CO LO R ADO YO UT H AD VI SOR Y C OUN C IL  

After a summer break, the COYAC team reconvenes for a new year of 

forming dynamic policy recommendations that act as the voice for  

Colorado youth in the legislature.  

Welcome Back COYAC! 

As we kick-off the 2014/2015 COYAC 

year, we're truly inspired by the council 

members’ enthusiasm and dedication for 

making a real difference in this state. Their 

passion for public service further emphasiz-

es that young people want and deserve a 

voice. After all, youth are the foremost ex-

perts on their experiences and needs, yet 

they often have no direct role in shaping or 

influencing local policies and programs. 

This youth led council aims to bridge this 

gap and offer an avenue for them 

to formally advise and make recommenda-

tions to elected officials regarding issues 

affecting youth. We have members from 

across the entire state of Colorado 

with diverse ethnic, cultural, and language 

backgrounds, who now have a seat at the 

table, anxious to make a better state for their 

peers now and in the future.  

 

To stay in touch with the council's activities 

and progress, follow us on Facebook or 

Instagram, check out our web-

site www.coyac.org, and let us know if 

you'd like to receive the bi-monthly news-

letter. 

  

If you’re interested in supporting COYAC 

and its mission, through donation, engage-

ment or partnerships, send us an email to-

day at Kristen@engagedpublic.com. 

What is COYAC? 
Established by the Youth Advisory Act in House Bill 08-1157, the Colorado Youth Advisory Council 

(COYAC) is a group of 40 students from across the state who have an interest in learning more about public 

policy, the state legislature, government, and are passionate about making a difference in their community and 

their state. COYAC gives young people a voice in the policymaking process and provides an opportunity for 

students to make recommendations to the Colorado State Legislature.  The program enhances and encourages 

civic engagement and education among young people.  

OYAC 

INAUGURAL ISSUE COYAC  
The Colorado Youth 
Advisory Council 

Engaged Public 
Project management 
team for COYAC  

Colorado Legislature 
Legislators partner with 
COYAC to help form   
recommendations 

A Letter from the team at Engaged Public 

http://www.statebillinfo.com/bills/bills/08/1157_01.pdf
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Letter from the Editor 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
 I am so proud to open the inaugural issue of the 
COYAC Connection bi-monthly newsletter. COYAC has 
been a life-changing experience for me. I know that after last 
year’s Day at the Capitol, many of us were inspired to be 
proactive in our state and to begin the track to politics in 
our futures. I am so proud to be part of this board that  
embodies diversity, youth voice, and progress.  
 The name COYAC Connection embodies the idea 
of this newsletter’s intention as a connection between the 
council and the community. The idea of connecting is also 
central to COYAC and its mission– we connect the voices 
of the Colorado youth to the ears of the legislature.  
 As Community Coordinator of the council, I have 
seen firsthand how excited legislators, businesses, media, and 
even foreign diplomats are about youth representation in 
government. The path is not always easy, but we are all capa-
ble. I urge COYAC to remember to work fearlessly towards 
a better future. We are no longer bystanders in our commu-
nities. We are advocates. Work with conviction, and there is 
no way we can fail. I am so thrilled and honored to be a part 
of COYAC and I know this will be another fantastic year! 
 
Chris Zheng 
Editor/Community Coordinator 
Senate District 29 

Contact Info 
 
Engaged Public: 

Contacts: 

Kristen Petty 
Maureen Wolsborn 

Address:  

1490 Lafayette St., Suite 
306 Denver, CO 80128 
Phone:  
303-282-9250 

Email:  

info@coyac.org  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Contact: 

Email: 

Chriswzheng9@gmail.com 
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Team at Engaged Public 
 

 

 

Kristen has over three years experience working on 
large and small-scale public engagement efforts  
including Colorado’s Future, TBD Colorado and the 
Biennial of the Americas. As an undergrad at Colorado 
State University, she dedicated much of her time to a 
service learning program that focused on experiential 
learning through interdisciplinary classes, increasing 
retention and academic performance of participants, 
and promoting diversity awareness. She enjoys travel-
ing and has been on several service trips including one 
with the Public Service Scholars Program where she 
traveled to Ecuador to engage in social and  
environmental justice issues and most recently to India 
focusing on girls’ education.  

Maureen began her work in public policy as an     
AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer with Share Our 
Strength, a national hunger organization. During her 
service year, Maureen fundraised, developed and  
implemented a SNAP outreach program for Share 
Our Strength’s Cooking Matters classes. A graduate 
from the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA, 
Maureen double majored in Political Science and  
Comparative Sociology. While in school, she studied 
and aided in the implementation of a community-led 
park improvement project and volunteered with local 
school-based organizations.  

KRISTEN PETTY 

MAUREEN WOLSBORN 
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2013-14 Legislative Council 
 

***COYAC is seeking three new legislative council members for *** 
the 2014-2015 council year 
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2014-15 Executive Committee 
 

Co-Chair 

Senate District 6– Durango 

LOGAN GRAHAM 

Vice Co-Chair 

Senate District 10– CO Springs 

SERENE SINGH 

Community Coordinator 

Senate District 29– Aurora 

CHRIS ZHENG 

Social Media Coordinator  

Senate District 15– Ft. Collins 

ITZEL GONZALEZ 

Recruitment & Membership  

Senate District 11– CO Springs 

DEANNA CHRISTENSEN 

Recruitment & Membership  

Senate District 7– Clifton 

CALEB KOSTREVA 

Recruitment & Membership  

Senate District 22– Lakewood 

JULIA  MENDOZA 
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Rain, Wind, and Lightning: 
How nature taught me that 

COYAC’s mission is possible 
A Letter from  

Council Co-Chair Logan Graham 

         As a council, we strive to 

tackle issues that are meaningful 

and important to youth across 

our state. From education reform 

to mental health, issues we faced 

last year required COYAC to 

represent Colorado’s youth voice 

in a bipartisan and unbiased 

manner – an often difficult prop-

osition in our state, where views 

on issues can be radically diver-

gent. 

          This past summer, experi-

ence I had changed my perspec-

tive on the daunting task 

COYAC is dealt in attempting to 

be bipartisan in a sharply divided 

state. The June day I inadvertent-

ly flirted with death on 13,738-

foot Grizzly Peak, I discovered a 

more positive approach to tack-

ling the issues that face Colora-

do’s youth today. 

          Early one Saturday morn-

ing, my friend, Evan, and I drove 

through our still-sleeping 

hometown of Durango and head-

ed north to the Grizzly Peak 

trailhead in the high San Juan 

Mountains.  

         Our goal was to bag Grizzly 

before the inevitable afternoon 

storms, then camp at a small, 

picturesque lake 

at the moun-

tain’s base. Six 

steep, rugged 

trail miles later, 

we reached the 

lake. We set off 

to ascend the 

peak under clear skies, following 

a faint trail to a false summit be-

low the main peak. There we 

caught our first glimpse of a 

storm building out of our sight on 

the peak’s far side, headed 

straight for our exposed location. 

Our muttered words of alarm 

were accented by the storm’s first 

rumble of thunder.  

          The many true stories of 

high-country lightning fatalities in 

Colorado echoed in my head as I 

sprinted back downhill with Evan. 

The storm caught us halfway 

down the barren mountainside. 

Rain, wind, lightning, and thunder 

buffeted us as we threw on our 

rain jackets and hurried toward 

the safety of the forest-protected 

lake a thousand feet below. 

          In our haste, we lost the 

faint trail we’d followed up the 

peak and came to the top of a 

vertical cliff. 

  

                 

              We down-climbed a 

steep gully that cut into the rock 

face only to reach a ten-foot verti-

cal drop to the grassy 

slope below the cliff. 

Going back up the 

gully would take us 

directly into the teeth 

of the storm. A bright 

flash of lightning and 

an earth-shaking burst 

of thunder made our decision for 

us; we hung from the face and 

dropped and rolled down the 

slope below. Regaining our feet, 

we ran on down the mountain to 

the protected lake, put up our tent, 

and climbed inside. We were 

soaked and shivering but, finally, 

safe from the storm’s lightning 

strikes. 

              After the storm passed, a 

calmness came over me as I real-

ized that, compared to the danger 

Evan and I had just survived, 

issues facing Colorado’s youth 

are not, by definition, life and 

death. Suddenly, COYAC’s task 

didn’t seem as daunting as it had 

before. Experiencing the power of 

nature that weekend, humbling as 

it was, left me refreshed, re-

charged, reinvigorated—and 

primed to work with my fellow 

COYAC members to seek solu-

tions to the problems and issues 

facing the youth of Colorado. 

Suddenly, COYAC’s 

task didn’t seem as 

daunting as it had 

before...  

A Look 
Back: 

The 2013-14 
COYAC Year 

Last year, the council mem-

bers selected the following 

four policy areas for their  

policy recommendations: 

1. Narrowing the  

        Achievement Gap 

2. Exploring Jobs and   

        Higher Education  

        Opportunities  

3. The Future of Energy   

        Development 

4. Access to Behavioral  

        Health Care (mental  

        health access & drug  

        and alcohol use  

        prevention) 

 

Each policy group met with a 

subject matter expert  who 

provided contextual infor-

mation about each area. The 

council then presented their 

policy recommendations to a 

well-attended joint committee 

of legislators who listened 

carefully and have already 

demonstrated efforts to estab-

lish COYAC influenced policy 

in the state. We can’t wait for 

another fantastic year! 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
PRESENTING THE NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR COUNCIL 

 

KELLY GRIER 
 
My name is Kelly Grier, and I am a junior at Chaparral 
High School in Parker. I am a competitive swimmer on 
Aces Swim Club and represent my school on our varsi-
ty swim team. I also represent my school in Douglas 
County's Student Advisory Group. Inside Chaparral, I 
am the junior class treasurer, a Link Crew leader for 
the Freshman class, a member of National Honor Soci-
ety and Chinese National Honor Society, a member of 
Campus Life Youth Ministry, and a part of Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. I am extremely excited to repre-
sent the 4th Congressional District in COYAC. The 4th 
District includes Douglas County and the eastern side 
of Colorado. For fun in my district people really enjoy 
hiking and enjoying the open land. I wanted to get in-
volved in COYAC to meet with students from other 
districts to learn about how we can make a difference 
in the state of Colorado. I am really excited to meet the 
other representatives and our state legislature to start 
impacting our wonderful state. I really look forward to 
representing District 4 in COYAC!  

 

COLE HANCOCK 

I consider my self to be a very outdoorsy hardworking 
person. I was born up in summit county and moved to 
Littleton when I was very little. I am an Eagle Scout 
and I am still involved with Boy Scouts. I also am a 
part of Student Government and I play on the tennis 
team at Heritage High School where I am currently a 
sophomore. Whenever I have free time I  love to be 
outdoors! I love to hike, bike, camp, fish, and kayak all 
over Colorado and senate district 26. My favorite part 
about district 26 is the fact that you can find both very 
metropolitan areas as well as very rural and wild areas. 
I feel like people in District 26 care a lot about their 
health, the environment, and each other. I wanted to get 
involved with COYAC because I love having the abil-
ity to make a difference on my community and what a 
better way to make a difference then working with sen-
ators to discuss topics that effect youth in my commu-
nity. I am very excited to get to know everybody and I 
can't wait to get started! 

Senate District 4 Senate District 26 
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My name is William Kohnert. I am from Lafayette, Colorado. I go to Centaurus High 
School. I am a C-squad leader at my school, and for those who might not have this at their 
local high schools it is a student leadership body in charge of welcoming the incoming 
freshmen and getting them adjusted as well as representing the school at several other com-
munity events. I am also a member of the marching band at my school and we are currently 
the reigning 3A state champs for two years now and I’m hoping we can extend it with the 
state championships coming up soon. I also run on the cross country team for my school 
and I had a lot of fun this past season. When I’m not busy with school however, I like to go 
on hikes through the mountains and bike. If I’m not able to do anything, or go anywhere, I 
always have my garden which I have planted every year-ish since 1st grade.  
 
My town of Lafayette is quiet. Nothing much goes on, but we are border by Boulder, 
Broomfield, and Erie which are big cities and what goes on there affects what goes on in 
my town. Right now though Lafayette is going through what could be called a building 
boom. For the longest time we had no chain restaurants and nothing but a King Soopers 
nestled away in one corner of the town, and then we got a Chills. From there we just started 
to expand. We got a Walmart, then a Big O Tires, then a Micro-Brewery, and the stuff just 
seems to be coming in by the truck load. As Lafayette grows I know that is will be more 
and more affected by the decisions made in state government. So that is why I wanted to 
join COYAC. I didn’t want to stand by and let my town be turned into something I won’t 
recognize. I wanted go out and somehow “protect” my town. 

I am a junior at in the IB 
program at Palisade 
High School in Pali-
sade, Colorado. I am the 
founder and President of 
my school’s Interact 
Club, the high school 
version of Rotary Inter-
national. As President, I 
coordinate our chapter's 
partnership with other 
Rotary clubs within our 
community and around 
the world.   
 
Additionally, I am also 
involved with sports: 

this past season, while 
playing one doubles, I as-
sumed the role of a doubles 
team captain for our Varsity 
Tennis Team and of course 

being a Coloradan, I am an avid skier. However, my primary 
activity is Speech and Debate, where I am a three time district 
Champion (twice in Public Forum debate and once in national 
extemporaneous speaking), a state semi-finalist in national ex-
temp my sophomore year, and a national qualifier in both Con-
gressional Debate and National Extemporaneous speech. Outside 
of my own competition, I provide coaching and assistance to 
others on my schools team as captain of the speech division and 
also to Middle School league which I founded, most recently 

acting as a coach, counselor at a local debate camp, and co-
director of the district. Outside of school, I have an avid love for 
politics, I spent my summer working as an intern for U.S. Senator 
Mark Udall and now work in a GOP field office covering the 
majority of Western Colorado. From there, my interest in politics 
took me to Georgetown University, where I spent the latter half 
of the summer studying Economics and Foreign policy.  
 
 Western Colorado has many different unique parts, all 
of which people in my district seem to enjoy taking credit for. 
There is never a missed opportunity to be outdoors, as during the 
summer we have access to excellent hiking, biking, and camping 
around the Colorado National Monument (referred to by locals 
fondly as 'The Monument') and winter sports are just a short 
drive away during the winter. Agriculture is a staple of the re-
gion, so much so that my High School mascot was once the Pali-
sade Peaches to commemorate the regions famous (and delicious) 
peach crop.  
 
COYAC for me is a way to give back to my community and rep-
resent it on a scale I have never yet had the opportunity to ac-
complish. While working within my school and creating projects 
to assist it as best I can with the limited resources that are availa-
ble to us does not make as much of a broad impact as the council 
has on state legislation. Additionally, I am one of the many peo-
ple who learns best by doing, as an avid policy wonk, being able 
to involve myself in any way in the policy process will provide 
what I can only expect to be an amazing learning opportunity. 
But, more than any of that, I am excited to work with other pas-
sionate students from around the state and with varying view-
points. 

Region at large– 
Grand Junction 

JOSHUA MAY 

Senate District 17 

WILLIAM  KOHNERT 
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SENTATE DISTRICT 31 

KATE BURNITE 

I’m Kate Burnite, the new representative for Senate District 31! I’m a junior 
at George Washington, a Denver Public School’s high school,  and I’m in 
the International Baccalaureate program there, which educates based on 
world perspectives and critical analysis. I play women’s lacrosse for Denver 
East High School. I competitively debate for my high school both locally 
and nationally, in addition to playing lacrosse around the country.  
 
My part of the state is the heart of Denver, where there is an extremely   
metropolitan lifestyle. On any street, you could pass a park every five 
minutes! This area is characterized by open spaces, bike and running trails, 
and tons of public transportation options. There are important corporations 
headquartered in the Denver Tech Center, and thriving small businesses 
from Colorado Boulevard to Colfax Avenue.  A lot of this district is made 
up of families with K-12 aged children, so education is a crucial aspect of 
everyone’s decisions.  
 
I wanted to join COYAC for the experience I can gain near the political 
field, because I’d like to be a part of it in the future. On a more present note, 
I’d like to help articulate the opinions of people like myself, in a way that 
can bring concrete change to the state.  

 
My name is Pierce Strasser.  I attend Lakewood High School, the 
home of the Tigers. Last year, Katy Perry accepted our school's   
video as the best representation of her song Roar, and performed a 
concert in our school that was televised nationally. 
 
In my free time, I particularly enjoy parkour and skateboarding, and 
I also mountain bike a considerable amount as my family lives in the 
foothills, in Evergreen.  This year I joined Lakewood's rocket club, 
and I am in the symphonic orchestra where I play principal violin.   
 
In Evergreen, District 16, we live in mountainous terrain, yet some 
call it a banana belt as our temperatures are often warmer than Den-
ver. We are only 8 minutes West on I-70 of Metro-Denver. Ever-
green is a smaller community of 40,000 residents, and as such you're 
always running into someone you know.  That's one of my favorite 
parts of living here.  Another favorite is that our district preserves 
large parcels of open space for the community's enjoyment and our 
abundant wildlife.   
 
I first learned about COYAC when I was invited to the Colorado 
Supreme Court's hosting of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia      
Sotomayor.  She was an inspiration, and motivated me to become 
involved in government. I am most excited to be part of a group of 
motivated teens, who are also wanting to be a voice in our state leg-
islature.  I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to be a part of 
COYAC. 

Senate District 16 

PIERCE STRASSER 
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KOLTEN MONTGOMERY 

My name is Kolten Montgomery, I am current-
ly a Junior at Mesa Ridge High School, and this 
is my first term as a member of COYAC as 
well as my first opportunity to represent my 
community and this younger generation of mil-
lennials. I am currently actively involved in my 
community in various political circles, and 
spend some of my time writing politically-
themed and motivated articles for my website 
and Facebook page titled "American Conserva-
tism."  
 
Aside from my political involvement, I am also 
a police explorer with the Colorado Springs Po-
lice Department where I serve as a member of 
our post command staff with the rank of Cadet 
Lieutenant. I look forward to this upcoming 
session of COYAC and to meeting with more 
like-minded political youth.   

 

DAVID WOLLINS JR. 

I am David Wollins, Jr.  I go to George Washing-
ton High School and I am in the International Bac-
calaureate program. I play varsity tennis, and this 
year qualified to state. I also placed 76th in the na-
tion at Speech and Debate nationals in which I 
competed in the event Public Forum. I am on my 
school Collaborative School Committee (which 
deals with the allocation of school funds.)  
 
For fun I will play football, debate, or just go out-
side and enjoy the fresh air. I am from senate dis-
trict 31, and something unique is that we have a 
very good rugby team in Glendale.  
 
I wanted to get involved in COYAC mostly be-
cause I am fascinated with legislature, as debate 
has made me, and I am most excited about coming 
up with and helping write this legislation.  

Region at Large–  
Fountain 

Region at Large–  
Denver 
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Juliana Rodriguez stands in front of the 

White House. She attended a two week 

Global Scholars program in Washington 

Colorado Fall 
in the Front 
Range at 
Guanella Pass 

 

Photo by Chris Zheng 

Vice Co-Chair Serene Singh competed 
in the National American Miss Teen 
Pageant this summer! 

This photo was taken on a summer hike in 
Golden Gate Canyon State Park near 
Golden. Photo by Chris Zheng 

DC this past summer! 



 12 

 

 

Are you someone who wants to play an active 

role in legislative advisory?  

We still have vacant seats in: 

 Senate Districts 3, 8, 12, 13, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 30 

 

If you are or know of someone who you think would be a great 

fit for COYAC, then please visit www.coyac.org for more 

information on applying. Take the first step to changing your 

community! 

INTRESTED IN JOINING COYAC? 
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THANK YOU SPONSORS! 
2013-2014 COYAC DONORS AND SUPPORTERS 
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COYAC PHOTO COLLAGE 

Visit us at www.coyac.org 

Thank you for reading the COYAC Connection! 


